Basic Premise: Juvenile
fish pass culverts at
higher mean velocities
than their swimming
performance indicates
because they utilize low-
velocity pathways and
adaptive behaviors to
accomplish the passage.

Questions:

» What new culvert and retrofit designs
pass juvenile salmonids?

» For such designs, how do hydraulic
conditions and culvert characteristics
influence the extent or degree of passage
success?

» How does passage success vary with fish
species and fish size?

Solution: A fish-passage research program
using a specially fabricated test bed is being
used to identify retrofit culvert designs and
associated hydraulic conditions that allow
successful upstream movement of juvenile
salmonids at different life stages. A full-scale
testing apparatus represents a regional and
national asset for the long-term development
and testing of culvert designs. A fish passage
research program will save time and money
through optimizing

« retrofit culvert design

« materials

« construction

« installation

« hydraulic conditions

for enhanced juvenile salmonid passage
success.

The engineered culvert test bed allows studies

on variations in

> slope (0 to 10%)

> flow (up to 24 cfs)

> culvert type and size (up to 6' round or 81"
pipe arch)

» bed configurations and materials

> cues (light, temperature, flow changes,
chemosensory)

> test species and life stage (salmon and
trout)
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THE NEED: The passage of juvenile salmonids and other fish through
culverts is a significant Endangered Species Act (ESA) issue throughout
the Pacific Northwest and now in other areas of the nation. Much of
recent research and engineering has focused on increased passage of
returning adult salmon; however, juvenile salmonid movement both up and
downstream throughout the year is now recognized as substantial and is a
key area in which future research promises practical returns. Because a
large percentage of the culverts beneath roads in the Pacific Northwest are
judged as blocking juvenile salmon from thousands of miles of habitat,
determining appropriate hydraulic and fish-passage designs for retrofitted
culverts before installation has both substantial cost and environmental
implications.

THE PROGRAM: To address these issues,
the Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) leads a partnership
that includes the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), Alaska
Department of Transportation, Alaska

Department of Fish and Game, Oregon
Department of Transportation, California Department of Transportation,
and the Federal Highway Administration. The partnership has undertaken
a phased program conducted by an interdisciplinary team of scientists and
engineers from the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) to
address the hydraulic and behavioral issues associated with juvenile
salmonid fish passage through culvert systems. This program addresses
the testing and assessment of full-scale physical models of culvert systems
deployed in an experimental test bed. Experiments in the test bed have
begun and will measure the hydraulic conditions (mean velocity,
turbulence, and water depth) associated with various culvert designs under
various slopes and flow regimes, and then relate these measures to
repeatable, quantitative measures of fish-passage success.

The culvert test-bed program is a one-of-a-kind capability designed to
provide scientifically sound information that can be used to develop better
designs for retrofitted culvert installations. Compared with field studies or
temporary installations, the facility promises fast results, scientific and
statistically controlled evaluations, an ability to quickly discern optimum
engineering principles, and elimination of expensive trial-and-error
approaches of field installations.

THE CALL: The test bed has been installed and experiments are
beginning. WSDOT and PNNL are seeking to enlarge the partners in this
endeavor. If you are interested in evaluating specific culvert designs or
other studies in the test bed, please contact:

Rhonda L. Brooks

WA State Dept. of Transportation
P.O. Box 47370; MS 4-7372
Olympia, WA 98504-7370
BrookRH@wsdot.wa.gov

T 360-705-7945; F 360-705-6911

Walter H. Pearson

Battelle Marine Sciences Laboratory
1529 West Sequim Bay Road
Sequim, WA 98382
Walter.Pearson@pnl.gov

T 360-681-3661; F 360-681-3699
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Test Bed for Evaluation of Passage of Juvenile Salmon through Culverts
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TEST BED: At the request of WSDOT, PNNL and Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) have designed a test bed to identify
the culvert designs and associated hydraulic conditions that allow successful upstream movement of juvenile salmonids at
different life stages. The test bed is installed and has capabilities to

e Accommodate 40-foot round, oval, and box-shaped culverts from 2 to 6 feet in diameter

¢ Enable testing of different bed configurations, including gravel configurations

¢ Enable testing at culvert slopes from level to 10%

¢ Measure and control water flows from 0.5 to 20 cubic feet per second

¢ Enable fine-scale measurements of hydraulic conditions, including turbulence in the boundary layer
o Relate the success of fish passage to hydraulic measurements and culvert and bed characteristics.
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